I4O      LAY OF THE LAST MINSTREL.
manner later on in the poem.   It occurs in ' The Raid-of the Reids-
wire/ Border Minstrelsy.
4 Wi' Cranstane, Gladstain, good at need.'
1. 232. the wightest steed.   Cf. the ballad of 'Prince Robert,'
Border Minstrelsy—
f But the steed it was wight and the ladye was light,
And she cam linkin in.'
- 1. 235. Melrose. See note on Canto 1,1. 334.
J 1. 241. St. Michael's night = Michaelmas, 2pth September. The
wizard (for whom see note on Canto II, 1. 138) was buried at one
o'clock on St. Michael's night in such a position that the moon
shining through a window made a cross over his grave on the red
floor of the chancel. See Canto II, st. xv. His 'mighty book' of
spells was buried with him, to be sought for only by the chief of his
clan in an hour of supreme need. When the Ladye became aware of
the danger of a union between her daughter and a bitter enemy, she
judged that the hour had come to win this * treasure of the tomb.'
1. 258. 'The neck-verse is the beginning of the 5ist Psalm Mise-
rere mei, etc., anciently read by criminals claiming the benefit of
clergy.'—scott.   The clergy originally obtained freedom from secu-
lar jurisdiction on the strength of the text, 'Touch not mine anointed,
and do my prophets no harm.'   In process of time this benefit of
clergy was claimed for everybody that could read, all such persons
being handed over to be dealt with by ecclesiastical authority.   If
not handed over to the church, the convicted criminal was burnt in
the brawn of his left thumb, and not allowed the privilege a second
time.   The last remains of the privilege were not abolished till the
reign of George IV.   With Deloraine's ignorance of letters, compare
Dickie of Dry hope in the ballad of ' Kinmont Willie'—
' Now Dickie of Dryhope led that band,
And the never a word o* lear had he.*
Or the boast of the Earl of Angus in ' Marmion'—
' Thanks to St. Bothan, son of mine,
Save Gawain, ne'er could spell a line.'
Hairibee.   The place  of execution, the Tyburn, of Carlisle.
TflTballad of' Kinmont Willie' begins—
*O haue ye na heard o' the fause Sakelde?
O haue ye na heard o' the keen Lord Scroope?
How they haue ta'en bauld Kinmont Willie,
On Haribee to hang him up/
1. 260. steep descent.   The entrance to. a feudal castle from the
grated portal inwards was generally steep, and paved with smooth

